
THE 2023 BUYER’S 
GUIDE TO SWIMMING 

POOL RESURFACING

What type of 
material should 
I choose? 

Is it even the right 
time to resurface 
my pool? 

How much 
will all of 
this cost?

FEEL LIKE YOUR POOL COULD 
USE A FACELIFT, BUT YOU’RE NOT 

SURE WHERE TO START?

With an estimated 3 million pools being installed each year, 
we want to help clear up any confusion by answering your 
commonly-asked questions. 

The 2023 Buyer's Guide to Resurfacing Your Swimming Pool 
breaks down how to know when it’s time to resurface your 
pool, what a pool resurfacing entails, the pros and cons of 
different resurfacing options, and how much it all costs.

Whether you’re looking to restore a residential or 
commercial pool, resurfacing is no small undertaking. With 
so many different options out there, it can be tough to know 
what the right choice is for you. You’ve likely got a million 
questions running through your head:
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INTRODUCTION
Resurfacing your pool is a pretty big project – but 
one that’s absolutely essential to maintaining its 
beauty and safety for years to come.
 
Cracks in the plaster or tiles of your pool can 
cause leaks or trap algae spores that will 
ultimately worsen the water quality and increase 
your chemical consumption over time. This can 
also lead to health issues for swimmers with 
sensitive skin or compromised immune systems.
 
In addition to making your pool safer and more 
attractive, resurfacing it can actually save you 
time and money down the road. Choosing the 
right finish can decrease the need for chemicals 
and result in reduced maintenance efforts.
 
But how do you know when it’s time to 
resurface? Here’s what you need to look out for.
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SIGNS THAT IT’S TIME
TO RESURFACE YOUR POOL
The resurfacing of a pool is something 
that most people don't even think 
about until it's too late. However, if 
you take good care of your pool and 
resurface it as soon as these red 
flags start showing up, you'll be able 
to extend your pool’s life for years to 
come.

If you’ve noticed any 
of the following, it’s 
definitely time to look 
into resurfacing:

Cracks on the sides
or bottom of the pool

Stains that won’t
brush out

Rough spots that
scuff your feet

An ongoing drop
in the water level

Increased chlorine consumption
due to constant algae build up

Plaster flaking or peeling

An unpleasant smell
coming from your pool
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THE 3 MAIN TYPES
OF POOL SURFACES
Resurfacing your pool can be such a daunting project. 
There are tons of options out there, and it's hard to know 
which one is right for you. 

Let’s dive into your options, so you can better understand 
the pros and cons of different resurfacing materials. 
Understanding the differences will give you a better idea of 
what to expect so that you can make an informed decision.
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CONCRETE
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THE 3 MAIN TYPES OF POOL SURFACES
Pros
· Certain materials offer a classy, 
simple look

· Sturdy, durable material

Cons
· Longer installation times of 2-6 months
· Heavy chemical use
· Can be rough to touch, depending upon 
the

material selected
· Prone to crack, stain, and etch over 
time

· Incompatible with salt
· Require ongoing maintenance
· High lifetime cost
· The shortest lifespan of all the 
surfaces

One of the most popular resurfacing materials 
for inground pools is concrete. You may hear 
concrete pools being referred to as “gunite” or 
“shotcrete,” which are two different 
application methods for concrete material.

Concrete pools are often favored for their 
customizability. Pool owners can choose from 
various colors or even finishes like plaster, 
aggregate, or tile to surface concrete pools of 
any shape and size. Because concrete is a 
porous substance, one of the major 
downsides is that it is prone to cracks, hollow 
spots, chips, and stains. Algae is more likely to 
find a home here, making frequent cleaning a 
necessity.

More chemicals are required to prevent algae 
growth and combat the constantly rising pH 
of the water caused by the alkalinity of the 
pool shell. This makes concrete pools the 
most expensive to maintain in the long run.

Plaster Finish
Plaster is one of the oldest and most popular 
pool resurfacing options. This finish is a 
mixture of cement, crushed marble, and 
water that is then troweled by hand. Of all 
the concrete finishing options, plaster is the 
least expensive, but also the least durable, 
requiring replastering every 7-10 years.

Aggregate Finish
Also known as “pebble finishes,” 
aggregate pool surfaces are a 
mixture of plaster with quartz or 
pebbles. Aggregate pools come 
in two forms – polished or 
exposed – and are considered 
a step up from plaster due to 
their aesthetic appeal and 
increased durability.
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Pros
· Low initial cost

· Somewhat customizable

Cons
· Not compatible with saltwater 

systems

· Not very durable

· Liner needs to be replaced every 
5-10 years

· Relatively high lifetime cost

· Maintenance is essential

VINYL
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Vinyl pool surfaces are appealing to 
many pool owners, because they 
typically have the lowest initial cost. 
These surfaces are actually linings held 
up by plastic or metal frames and can be 
customized to include embedded fungus 
and UV inhibitors. 

Vinyl liners aren’t nearly as durable as 
fiberglass and can tear easily. A vinyl 
pool might be a good option if you’re 
looking for a low cost and relatively 
quick installation process--as long as you 
don't mind spending extra time and 
money on maintenance in the long run. 

Fibre Tech is one of the only companies 
that offer vinyl conversions. Our 
monolithic polymer coating can replace 
your vinyl liner drop-ins. No more 
surprise repairs from torn liners—our 
resin bonds to the walls and floor of 
your pool, transforming all non-sealed 
surfaces into one. Our special coating 
adheres to many different materials, 
allowing for this conversion to 
take place without ripping 
your vinyl liner 
installation.
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FIBERGLASS FINISH
THE 3 MAIN TYPES OF POOL SURFACES

Fiberglass pools are known for their strength, durability, and beauty. While a brand new pool made of 
a fiberglass shell is not as customizable as concrete and vinyl, resurfacing your pool with fiberglass is 
completely different. A pool that is being resurfaced with fiberglass uses fiberglass matts that adhere to 
a stripped down concrete surface using a specialized resin. The finished fiberglass surface is then coated 
in a protective resin that gives the pool a smooth, non-porous surface. 
 
The non-porous surface material makes fiberglass pools incredibly easy and inexpensive to maintain. 
Algae can’t cling as readily to the smooth surface, which means less potential staining, less time spent 
on cleaning, and less money spent on chemical usage. 

While the initial cost may be a little more than a vinyl liner or concrete, fiberglass has the lowest lifetime 
cost out of all the pool surfacing options, saving pool owners thousands of dollars in the long run. 
Additionally, fiberglass is an incredibly durable material, so it won’t puncture easily like vinyl or chip 
away like concrete. A fiberglass pool can last as long as 40 years.

Fibre Lock Kote
(FLK) Application 

STEP TWO:

Fibre Tech®

Resin Application

STEP THREE:

Final Surface
Coating 

STEP SIX:

Surface 
Smoothing

STEP FIVE:

Fiberglass
Mat Installation 

STEP FOUR: 

Pool Surface
Preparation

STEP ONE: Pros
· Mid-range initial cost

· Low lifetime cost of ownership

· Very durable, less cracking and staining 
over time

· Compatible with saltwater systems

· Only 3-6 week installation process

· Low maintenance

· Long lifespan

Cons
· Smooth surface may be slippery

· Poor installation can negatively impact 
pool quality (an experienced contractor 
is required)
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Initial cost

Maintenance
required

Speed of
installation

Chemical
usage

Lifetime
cost

Durability

Longevity

CONCRETE VINYL

$4,750 - $9,500 $2,500 - $5,000

Heavy Low

Heavy Low

5-15 years 2-5 years

High

Yes Low

1-2 weeks with a one
month “break in”

1-2 weeks
no “break in”

High with frequent
replacement

FIBERGLASS

$4,250 - $8,500

Low

Low

15-25 years

Low

Yes

1-2 weeks
no “break in”

fibretechinc.com



THE 2023 BUYER’S GUIDE TO SWIMMING POOL RESURFACING

fibretechinc.com 09

THE 2023 BUYER’S GUIDE TO SWIMMING POOL RESURFACING

09

CHOOSING A RESURFACING
PROVIDER
Selecting the right resurfacing provider is 
just as important as selecting the right 
pool surface itself.
 
If you’re looking for a beautiful, durable, 
low maintenance pool that will last the 
next few decades, our Fibre Tech team is 
ready to help. We’ve resurfaced over 
25,000 pools with fiberglass over the last 
few decades, and we’re ready to 
transform yours.
 
The advantages of fiberglass resurfacing 
are endless, and when it’s installed using 
Fibre Tech’s unique 6-step process, 
you’re guaranteed to maximize your 
investment. 
 
To schedule a free estimate, reach out to 
our specialists by calling 727-539-0844. 
We’ll dive deeper into the details and 
form a custom plan to give you a pool 
that still looks and feels like new 25 years 
from now.

We’ll dive deeper into the details and 
form a custom plan to give you a pool 
that still looks and feels like new 25 
years from now.

To schedule a free estimate,
reach out to our specialists by calling
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